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VACCINES: VALUES, PRESENT AND PAST 
 

Vaccines, their practices, and means of production, are a historically contested field 
in which different values, experiences, needs, risks, rights and demands from 
individuals, public authorities, industries and other institutions have recurrently both 
clashed and coincided in the joint production of the common good: the protection of 
whole populations from diseases. But what comes to count as good principles for 
valuing vaccine research, production and vaccination practices? 
 

This workshop brings together researchers who conduct critical work on the 
diverging values in the world of vaccines and vaccination. Questions of interest for 
this meeting are:  
What comes to count as respectable grounds for producing vaccines and 
implementing, or resisting, vaccination programs? 
Who comes to decide what is a legitimate risk, and what is an ethical practice of 
vaccination; how?  
What is population health worth in terms of the instrumentalization of human and 
non-human bodies in the production and testing of vaccines?  
How do people’s experiences of vaccines come to be taken into account, or 
silenced? 
What values—ethical, economic, or others—are competing, interacting or being 
performed? By which actors, grounded in which experiences and in which relations 
of power? 
 

We welcome participants who wish to present work on the conflicted values and 
ethics of vaccine production and vaccination. We welcome perspectives from history, 
anthropology, sociology, gender studies, science and technology studies, and other 
relevant critical fields.  
 

Abstracts for papers of 200-300 words should be submitted no later than June 9, 
2017, to Morag Ramsey, morag.ramsey@idehist.uu.se . 
 

Please provide your full name, institutional affiliation, and contact details. The format 
of the workshop will not allow for more than c. 15 papers. We will evaluate the 
abstracts based on the originality of the research and the relevance to the theme of 
the workshop. By the end of June, applicants will be notified if their papers have 
been accepted or not. The conference language is English. 
 

The workshop will be two full days, i.e. morning to late afternoon, November 23–24, 
2017. Registration, lunches, conference dinner and accommodation (two nights at 
the conference hotel) are free of charge for participants presenting papers. It will also 
be possible to obtain limited economic support for travel expenses. Please indicate 
in the application if such support is required for attendance and what level of support 
is needed.  
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If you would like to attend without a paper, the deadline for application is also June 9, 
2017. For those interested, please indicate your reasons for wanting to take part in 
the workshop. Please note that only attendees who present a paper are eligible for 
economic support. 
 

This workshop is organized by the research program “Medicine at the Borders of 
Life: Fetal Research and the Emergence of Ethical Controversy”, funded by the 
Swedish Research Council and hosted by the Department of History of Science and 
Ideas at Uppsala University (http://medicalborders.se/). 
 

Welcome!   
/ Isa Dussauge, isabelle.dussauge@idehist.uu.se  
& Morag Ramsey, morag.ramsey@idehist.uu.se,  
Deparment of History of Science and Ideas, Uppsala University. 
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